December 7, 2020

Christmas Music Sunday –
December 13

Please invite someone to worship with us next Sunday for a special
musical celebration of Christmas with a Cantata presented by our
special Christmas Choir, directed by Lisa Smith and accompanied by
Cindy Gauldin at the piano. Choir members include:
Sopranos: Janice McDaniel; Wanda Robertson; Kyrstyn Turner

Altos: MaryLynn Boyd; Jeni Hartley; Bird McSwain; Everall Peele
Tenors: Bill Robertson; Paul Sasser; Peter Smith
Basses: Doug Brown; Charlie Hall; Jonathan Smith
Narrators: Benjamin Gammon; Rebekah Gammon
In-person worshipers are asked to wear face coverings and practice
safe social distancing. Online worshipers should click on the link
below or visit our church website (www.fpceden.org) and click on
the small church icon at the top of the homepage.
https://bit.ly/FPCEden

This Week at FPC
The complete and up-to-date church calendar can be found at the bottom
of the Home Page of our website: www.fpceden.org.
Tuesday, December 8
 9:00 am – Food Pantry
Wednesday, December 9
 6:45 pm – Cantata Choir rehearsal (Worship Center)
Thursday, December 10
 6:30 pm – Celebration Praise Team rehearsal (Worship Center)
Friday, December 11
 Stew preparation and cooking
Saturday, December 12
 11:00 am to 1:00 pm – Stew available for pick-up
Sunday, December 13 – Third Sunday of Advent, Music Sunday

 9:00 am – Children’s Sunday School Classes
 9:00 am – Adult Sunday School Classes
 10:00 am – Musical Worship Service with Christmas Cantata and
Lighting of the Advent Candles by Adam Bolen and Rebekah
Gammon
 Food Pantry Offering (second Sunday of the month)

Staff Christmas Love Offering
To my fellow members of First Presbyterian Church of Eden,
It is now one of the most important times of the year for our faith. It is a special time of giving
and worship. Last night, 12/02/2020, the Administrative Committee presented a motion to
Session to have our annual Staff Christmas Love Offering.
On behalf of Session and the Administrative Committee, I am inviting each and every one to
donate to our Christmas Love Offering. This is a special way we as FPC of Eden can show our
appreciation for all the hard work that goes into maintaining and giving us a place to freely
worship our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Donations can be received up to Sunday, December
20th. All checks, envelopes, and online donations should be clearly marked "Staff Love
Offering."
Thank you again for your consideration, and I hope everyone has a Merry Christmas!
Benjamin D. Gammon
Administrative Committee Chair
First Presbyterian Church of Eden

Christmas Poinsettias – $10.50 each
Church members and friends are invited to donate Christmas poinsettias in
honor or in memory of special people. The cost for each flower is $10.50.
Use the order form in the bulletin, or speak to Beth Chandler in the church
office (336-623-3962).

Christmas Card Ministry
Once again this year Pam Cundiff and family will sort Christmas cards for
church members and friends. Bring your cards to church and leave them
in the box in the Gathering Area, and they will be sorted into envelopes for
each family. Thank you, Pam and Tim and family!
From Pam Cundiff …
Merry Christmas!!
We will be having our Christmas card ministry again this year. Starting November 29
(first Sunday of Advent), please drop your cards in the box at the Information Desk.
These will be sorted each week for pick-up the following Sunday, with ample time for
sanitation. PLEASE REMEMBER to empty your envelopes so there will be room for
more deliveries. The last delivery is December 20, and the last day to pick up cards is
January 10. All the blessings of the season,
Pam & Tim

Stew Tickets Needed!

From Pat Smith …
STEW TICKETS NEEDED
Count needed of tickets sold.
Return tickets sold and money to church by Wednesday.
Contact Pat Smith if you have tickets left you are not going to sell. Text 336-707-3350
Please turn in all tickets (sold or unsold) and money by Wednesday.
Thanks to all for your persistence! We are almost out of tickets but are starting a willcall list in the event we have tickets that are not sold or we have a little extra stew.

Cindy Gauldin’s Musical Meditation
on Advent and Christmas – Friday,
December 18 at 4:00 pm
Mark your calendars NOW for a special musical celebration of
Christmas presented by Cindy Gauldin at the organ and piano –
Friday, December 18 at 4:00 pm. Please invite someone else to come
as well. What a beautiful way to prepare our hearts for Christmas!

Christmas Mission Giving
Opportunities
From the Mission Service Committee …
Food Boxes for Salvation Army
Thank you to everyone who donated the cost of a Food Box for Salvation
Army! We have exceeded our goal of 60 Food Boxes, and received enough
for a total of 62 Food Boxes this season. Again, thank you for your
overflowing generosity!
Holiday (Alternative) Gift Fair Next Sunday!
Next Sunday will be the last opportunity for you to give a gift that keeps on
giving to our Building Fund, Pantry Fund, Mission Fund or to Salvation

Army and receive a gift card for a loved one. Immediately after worship,
come to the Gathering Area to make your gift. Thanks for your willingness
to bless others and be to be blessed in return.
Mission Service Committee

A Message from Joan Voltmer
This was sent to me after Suzon Martin’s untimely death by Joan Voltmer.
It touched my heart and brought me some measure of comfort. I wanted
to share it with those who are missing loved ones this Christmas Season.
God bless you!
Pat Smith
WHEN THE MASTER PLUCKS A ROSE
We are…willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the
Lord. 2 Corinthians 5:8
The death of a loved-one or friend is never easy to accept. But as Christians we
can rejoice through our tears if that loved-one knew the Lord Jesus as his or her
Savior. We can be assured that God has specifically called another of His
children to dwell with Him. The labors of that one are completed, and the
Heavenly Father has lovingly transported him or her to heaven as a trophy of His
redeeming grace. What comfort that is for us who sorrow and are left behind!
The story is told of a nobleman who had a lovely floral garden. The gardener who
tended it took great pains to make the estate a veritable paradise. One morning
he went into the garden to inspect his favorite flowers. To his dismay he
discovered that one of his choice beauties had been cut from its stem. Soon he
saw that the most magnificent flowers from each bed were missing. Filled with
anxiety and anger, he hurried to his fellow employees and demanded, “Who stole
my treasures?” One of his helpers replied, “The nobleman came into his garden
this morning, picked those flowers himself, and took them into his house. I
guess he wanted to enjoy their beauty.” The gardener then realized that he had
no reason to be concerned because it was perfectly right for his master to pick
some of his own prize blossoms.

Has the Savior plucked a cherished rosebud or lovely bloom from your garden
and taken him or her to the mansions above? Rejoice that your loved one is now
radiantly happy. Be comfortable by realizing that to be absent from the body is to
be present with the Lord. HGB
God wants some lovely flowers for His garden up above! That’s why He takes His
children to the mansions of His love. – Bosch.
THOUGHT: Death to the Christian means heaven, happiness, and Him.
Another thought: The Heavenly Choir has another wonderful alto.

Christmas Eve Candlelight
Communion Service at 7:00 pm
Please bring the whole family to celebrate Christmas Eve together at First
Presbyterian Church in our beautiful Candlelight Communion Service at
7:00 pm! Lisa Smith will read a short story written for Christmas Eve, we

will sing some of our favorite Christmas carols, we will share Communion
together, and the service will close with candlelight in honor of the Savior’s
birth – the Light of the World!

2020 Advent and Christmas
Calendar
Sunday, 12/13

Third Sunday of Advent

Christmas Music Sunday
Alternative Gift Fair (Gathering Area)
Lighting of the Advent Candles
Food Pantry Offering
Staff Christmas Love Offering
9:00 am – Sunday School
10:00 am – Worship, Christmas Cantata Choir
Friday, 12/18

4:00 pm – Cindy Gauldin’s Musical Meditation

Sunday, 12/20

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Lighting of the Advent Candles
Staff Christmas Love Offering
9:00 am – Sunday School
10:00 am – Worship Service
Thursday, 12/24

Christmas Eve

Lighting of the Christ Candle
7:00 pm – Candlelight Communion Service
Fraiday, 12/25

Christmas Day

Church Office is closed
Sunday, 12/27

10:00 am – Worship Service, Terry Widel

Prayers
Elected officials
Teachers and students
Cheryl Lauzau
Lib Roberson and family
Ron Martin and family
Mike Corum
Sherry McDowell and family
Carol and Larry Helms
Paul Brown and family
Shirley Carter
Mike and Merle Gentry
Gen Critz and Jeannie Wilde
Joy Outland
Karen Dolbere
Joice Pucket
Bill Robertson’s mother (COVID-19)
Hazel Horton and Jean Nobblitt

